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HURRICANE KATRINA RELIEF 
Workers Needed for the Long Beach, Mississippi Work 

Trip 
 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
February 6, 2008 
Worship Service 

7:00 PM 
The 2008 Lenten/Easter 
season this year is very early.  
The calendar tell us It has  five 
Sundays , plus Palm Sunday 
on March 16th and  Easter 
Sunday. March 23rd. 
 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS  
  Olivet’s Sunday Adult Bible 
Class meets each  week at 
9:00 AM.  Currently the study 
material is the Gospel of Mark, 
the shortest of the Gospels and 
most likely the first written. 
   Feel free to attend when you 
can, and bring friends.  Just 
show up at class. Contact 
Pastor Bob with your questions. 
 
SEDER DINNER 

   Rabbi Mark L. Shrader of the 
B’nai Abraham Synogogue is 
again assisting Olivet with 
the dinner scheduled for 
February 24th .   
   Rabbi Shrader will lead us 
through the dinner which will be 
enjoyable and interesting. 
    Dorothy Ward will assist 
Rabbi Shrager 
   Please use the sign up sheet  
to make a reservation and join us 
in a warm and exciting evening. 
 

 

    Lehigh Presbytery Helping Hands 
(Katrina Task Group) is going to 
Mississippi to help the people of the Gulf 
Coast who were affected by Hurricane 
Katrina, and are in need  
of help.  Workers will be staying in the 
facilities of the Long Beach Presbyterian 
Church, and sleeping in bunks. Showers 
and bathrooms are available on site.  
Potable water is available  
on site as well.   
    Food is purchased and meals prepared 
by members of the work group.  A few 
meals will be eaten at nearby restaurants.  
    Adults ages 18 years and older are 
encouraged to join the group, going  
to Long Beach, and help provide  
hope to others in need.   
    No specific skills of experience are 
required to work on reconstruction 
projects on damaged homes. 
    Skills such as plumbing, electrical, 
roofing and dry wall installation are 
helpful.  Assignments can range from 
greeting volunteers to hard physical labor. 
Those interested are asked to be prepared 
to BE FELEXIBLE, and give whatever 
help is needed. 
    Rented vans will take workers to the 
Mississippi work- site, and will stay 
overnight with members of the Farragut, 
TN Presbyterian Church. 
    The cost for each participant is a total 
of $150.  It includes registration plus en-
route cost of meals and incidental 
expenses ($100 of the registration fee will 
go to the Mississippi Presbytery for 
supplies).   
 

    Registration deadline is based on 
housing availability in Mississippi.  
Spaces are limited and will be filled 
first come, first served.  
    In order to finance the work- trip, 
donation checks can be sent to Lehigh 
Presbytery, 710 Cedar Crest Blvd, 
Allentown, PA  18104-3494.  Please 
put “Helping Hands–Katrina” on 
check memo line.  
    For questions on registration, 
contact Nancy Hawkins, trip registrar, 
at 610-317-8212 or email at 
nlhawk@enter.net 
 
               Editor’s Note: 
    Do you remember Hurricane 
Katrina?   It was two and a half years 
ago. The need for Katrina Relief is 
something most of us are no longer 
thinking about.  We’re thinking surely 
the work has been completed by now. 
Not so. Though the length of time 
since the storm gives us a feeling of 
projects finished and families reunited,  
just last week photos on TV news gave 
us a reality check when we saw the 
very many inhabitable homes and 
learned families are still separated.  
    This work trip hopefully will help 
many people.  Families together again 
in renovated homes must be put on 
the top of the list of important 
pending projects.   
 

 



Ladies News Ladies News 
    The Women’s Circle members, who meet monthly early morning, are 
sending a big Thank You to all who took part in making the “nuts and 
such” sale successful again this year. 
    A special thanks to Nan Laberteaux and Susan O’Connor, super sales 
gals and not Circle members.  Also, thanks to Dorothy and John Ward for helping with leftovers.  
    These gals meet monthly in the Church Parlor at 9:15 AM.  The women of the church are cordially invited to 
attend and enjoy good fellowship, interesting programs. NEXT MEETING is Wed. FEB. 6th  (morning of 
Ash Wednesday) See you there! 
    The monthly Women’s evening Circle meeting is currently taking place on Sunday evenings during OYEA 
meetings.6:00 PM   It’s a trial schedule.   These gals continue to run the SCRIP program.  When in need of gifts, 
check the large list of merchants offering gift certificates. Olivet receives a percentage of each gift card sale. 
 

 

Celebrate DAFFODIL DAYS  February 10th –Give Daffodils and Give Hope.   Mary Ellen 
Nunes, Olivet chairperson, will order daffodils for you.  Small bunches are $8,00 each, a 
vase with daffodils is $15.00 each, and a bear is available for $25 each   Order and pay 
NOW!  Flowers will be delivered on March 30. See the sign up sheet on the Coffee Fellowship 

table.  Monies from the sales will go to the American Cancer Society.   Scare away winter blahs, order daffodils!! 
 

Nursery Care Volunteers    

                               
 
are very much appreciated.  Please note additional time our gals give to Olivet.  Some double as Deacons, youth 
leaders, and Sunday school teachers.   
  

Feb.   3 - Kelly Imboden 
                  10 - Suzan Sennholz 
                   17 - Suzanne Cochran 
                  24 - Nicole Vogel 
 

        Mar.    2- Mary Ellen Nunes 
        9- Jennifer Haines 

16  Susan  Sennholz 
23 Kelly Imboden 

                  30- Christine Mc Gary 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   GET READY FOR SPRING!  * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

   
    Yep, it’s time to clean closets, attics, cellars, garages, and the many corners of your home, and then 
box and bag items for the sale.  
 

    Be reminded that set up of rummage tables, as well as the date to start bringing precious junk to 
Olivet is- - Tues. Mar. 24th.   Also, help is needed.  Contact Joan or Kay if you can give time.  

Mark your April RUMMAGE SALE on your calendar 
Fri. April 4th  &  Sat. April 5th 



You Matter to God 

There’s been a lot written recently on whether those 
of us living in Pennsylvania are relevant, at least whether 
we are relevant to the upcoming decision on who will be 
the nominees for president.  Last year some in the state 
urged the date for our primary to be moved up so that we 
might matter.  Since that has not happened the Morning 
Call has encouraged people to “pretend they matter” and 
participate in their poll to make their choice for nominees 
known. 

It occurs to me that some might have the attitude that they don’t matter when it 
comes to the church and what they believe.  Some think that it doesn’t matter if they 
don’t worship.  It doesn’t matter if they give a pittance in the offering plate.  It doesn’t 
matter if they see church as only something to do at Christmas or Easter. It doesn’t 
matter if they live their lives in such a way that the gospel of Jesus Christ is not 
revealed by their actions.  

Well truth be told, if we believe the scriptures, our actions related to our faith do 
matter.  It matters to each of us as individuals because focusing our actions on serving 
God in all that we do and say helps us to embrace the gift of grace we have received 
through Jesus Christ.  Paul cautions us that even though our salvation is the result of 
God's kindness, we ought not take that kindness for granted; essentially reminding us 
that our salvation comes to us from God. (Romans 11:22)  Thus we can consider that 
the gift of God is not to be simply acknowledged, but to lead us to reject those things 
that are contrary to God's will and lead us to true repentance. (Romans 2:4)  

Likewise, our activities of faith matters to the community we call the church. 
Again Paul teaches us that each of us matters in the life of the church (read Romans 
12:4-8; 1 Corinthians 12).  The church is made weaker when its members believe they 
don’t matter.  All of us are needed for the vitality and mission of the church.  This 
ought not to make us feel overly important, rather it reminds us that all of us are 
important to God and thus are important to each other.  Therefore we ought to cherish 
those gifts we have been blessed with and use them to further the work of the church 
to share the gospel of Jesus Christ within our walls and beyond.   

Presidential politics aside, let me assure you that you do matter.  You matter to 
God and you matter to the church.  Make your presence, your prayers, your gifts and 
your service known so that together we might truly make a difference to the ministry 
that God has called us to as individuals and as the body of Christ, the church.  



 Finding Meaning in Lent 
“Although we praise our common Lord for all kinds of reasons, we praise and glorify him above all for the cross [Paul] passes over 
everything else that Christ did for our advantage and consolation and dwells incessantly on the cross.  The proof of God's love for 
us, he says, is that Christ died for us while we were yet sinners.  Then in the following sentence he gives us the Biblical ground for 
hope: If, when we were alienated from God, we were reconciled to him by the death of his Son, how much more, not that we are 
reconciled to him, shall we be saved by his life?” (see Romans 5:6-11) 

John Chrysostom (347-407) 

What do you know about the season of Lent?  Some may think of Lent as a Roman Catholic 
practice that has no place in the Presbyterian Church.  Others see it simply as the time before 
Easter.  Lent matters and it affords us a wonderful opportunity to consider what Jesus Christ 
has done for us through his life, death and resurrection. Do you practice a holy Lent? 

To answer that question you may want to ask yourself one question: 
Does the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus have any meaning for 
you as you go about your life?   Let’s face it in our world there is a lot of 
noise out there drowning out the good news of Jesus Christ. We can 
easily get focused on following a path that differs from the path Christ 
lays before us.   

Lent is a time to reconnect with our faith.  No matter how strong or 
weak you think your faith is, Lent is time to look back and look 
forward; to push back against the forces that seek to pull us in 

different direction; to welcome the rebirth that comes through faith; to drink of the living 
water which satisfies our thirst; to open our eyes to the truth of who Jesus is; to affirm the 
new life that comes through Christ and to walk triumphantly with Jesus into Jerusalem and 
then humbly follow the path to the cross.  

Below are some suggestions to help you practice a meaningful lent 

1. Worship with us every Sunday if you are able.  Active worship in a community can help 
you reconnect to your faith. 

2. Pray regularly – habitually - intentionally 

3. Consider fasting from something you will miss.  Fasting is an ancient practice of the 
church.  Fasting is not a means to lose weight or stop a bad habit (although there is 
nothing wrong if those things happen as well).  Rather fasting is a means by which we 
might discipline ourselves to intentionally focus on what Jesus life, death, and 
resurrection mean. 

4. Read scripture daily.  Take a book of the Bible, the Gospel of Mark for instance, and read 
though it as many times as you can over the weeks of Lent. Note the Sunday Morning 
Adult Bible class is presently studying Mark and you are welcome to join us. 

5. Or you might memorize a passage of scripture that has special meaning for you.  I’m not 
speaking of a verse or two, but a story, a lesson from Paul, or a psalm that has been 
meaningful for you. 

6. Find something you can do to make a difference in your community and make it a regular 
practice.  Visit a lonely neighbor.  Make contact with some of our homebound members.  
Become a volunteer with a service organization like Meals on Wheels, ProJeCt of Easton 
or like-caring groups within our community.   



As we reflect on last year’s Advent and Christmas seasons; the season of watching 

and waiting of the coming of the Lord into our lives and the 

joyous birth of Jesus Christ that changes everything, we at 

Olivet were blessed last December with wonderful memories 

and opportunities for worship, fellowship and fun. 

On Sunday, December 2 we celebrated our annual Hanging of 

the Greens service.  This service affords us the opportunity to 

recall that the familiar decorations and symbols we see and 

use in the Christmas season are not just secular signs of the 

shopping season but real tools by which we might recall the 

true purpose of the season.  This year, along with Pastor Bob we 

had readers from the church including Daryl Davis, Joan Dicker, 

Nan Laberteaux, Matt Sennholz, Sandy Templeton, Nicole Vogel, 

Amber Wilson, Dale Wilson. 

The following week we gathered on Sunday evening for our 

Christmas Tree Trim party.  This time of fellowship and fun saw 

some fifty people gather for hot dogs, after which we gathered 

upstairs to make ornaments and decorate our tree. Thanks to Arlene Wamsley, Heidi 

Wilson, Susan Sennholz, Christine McGary and Kay Davis and all the others who 

helped make this event a huge success. 

The following week at worship we enjoyed a Christmas Pageant. (Read the article in 

this newsletter that details all the work and fun that went into that event.) 

On Christmas Eve our early service featured 

an encore presentation of our Pageant.  The 

Christmas Eve Candlelight service followed 

with a moving celebration of the coming of 

the light of Christ into our lives. 

If that wasn’t enough, our Youth led worship 

the following Sunday and people are still raving about the great job they did in a 

service that asked people to make faith resolutions for 2008.  

As always we were blessed by the work of so many people aside 

from those listed above, not least of who are our Choir and Music 

Director Matt Silvius.  For a church our size, we are truly blessed to 

have such a vibrant and faith-filled music program. 



What is Olivet Youth? 

I  was recently asked,  “What  is  ‘Ol ivet  Youth?’”   It  made me stop and 
pause,  because,  as a volunteer youth leader,  I  easi ly  forget  that  other people 
at  Olivet  do not  have the opportunit ies to  hang out  with our youth on a 
regular  basis.   They may not  real ize what  a treasure we have in our youth,  
and they may not  real ize  how valuable and important  faith-based youth 
act ivit ies  are for  the teens involved.    

Two weeks ago,  we asked the youth a similar,  s imple quest ion.   “What  
does Olivet  Youth mean to you?”  The answers  the youth came back with can 
help answer the or iginal  quest ion of  “What  is  Olivet  Youth?” 

o  Olivet Youth is “hanging out with awesome people” 

I  am constantly amazed by our youth,  at  how their  individual  
personal it ies  and interests  shape and mold them during their  
teenage years.   They always keep us laughing,  smil ing,  and 
wondering what  wi l l  come next .  

o  Olivet Youth is “a place to feel  accepted” 

With so many pressures placed on teens today – pressures to act  a 
certain way,  to  think a certain way,  to  look a certain way – Olivet  
Youth strive to have an open door and open arms approach,  
welcoming each teen as an individual ,  loving them for who they 
are today.  

o  Olivet Youth is “a chance to grow in faith” 

We strive to root our discussions on our faith,  scripture,  and how 
the two affect  our daily  l ives.   We encourage teens  to think, 
chal lenge,  and discuss,  meeting them at  a pivotal  t ime in their  
l ives where they are f iguring out  who they are,  what  they bel ieve,  
and how the two interact .  

o  Olivet Youth is “a family” 

Bringing fun,  faith,  and friendships together creates a unique 
family where teens are accepted,  welcomed,  and chal lenged to  
grow.  The youth support  and encourage each other,  g iving each 
one a sense of  belonging within the larger faith family  of  Olivet .  
This relat ionship  transforms Olivet  from a building into a  
welcoming home and family.  

So,  “What  is  Olivet  Youth?”   

Yes,  sometimes we’re a rowdy bunch that  runs around playing games,  
bickering,  and forgett ing to take out  the trash.   But  more importantly,  we 
are a fa ith family,  welcoming,  accepting,  and growing together.  

 

God Bless,   

Kim Ward,  Youth Advisor 



OYEA!!! 
February 10 – 6:00 – 7:30 pm 
        Regular Youth Meeting 

February 24 – Join us for the Seder 
meal in Fellowship Hall at  

            5:00 pm.  This is a great 

chance to learn something 

about the Jewish roots of our 

faith and some of the traditions 

Jesus followed 
 

Friends (grades 5-12) are always welcome! 
 

Please call or email with any questions: 
Kim Ward – 215-450-1223 

kimberlydward@hotmail.com 
Nicole and Chris Vogel – 610-967-9067 

 

March activities and meeting dates to be announced 

There’s barely been any snow, but it’s already time to start 
planning for our annual retreat at Camp Brainerd on an April 

date soon to be revealed 

More details about the retreat will follow soon! 

 
Senior Highers (grades 9-12) meet 

together on the first and third Tuesdays of 
each month for food and fellowship.   

 
 

Suppers are a great time to gather together, to 
hang out, and to chat about what’s important to 

you.   
 

Never tried a Senior High Supper?   
Come and join us!   

 
February 5     February 19 

March 4   March 18 
 

 



A Gift that Keeps GivingA Gift that Keeps GivingA Gift that Keeps GivingA Gift that Keeps Giving    ----        ----    by Evelyn Gulickby Evelyn Gulickby Evelyn Gulickby Evelyn Gulick    
The musical, “Simple gifts of Christmas” by Jean Anne Shafferman with music and lyrics by Steve Kupferschmid and 
Jeanne Ann Shafferman, was performed twice during the Christmas Season at Olivet Church.    
 

The story was a bit different than Christmas pageants in the past.  Four narrators set the pace in this pageant and its 
cast was a donkey, mother cow, horses, shepherds, curly horned sheep, angels, camels, and Wise Men who assisted 
Mary, Joseph and the new Baby Jesus while traveling to Bethlehem a resting in a stable there.   
 

As overall director of the event, I enjoyed the fresh “twist” of non-humans being a part of the age-old and beautiful 
Christmas story.  And I had the opportunity to watch the cast grow in character, whether animal or human, as they 
worked together to tell the story, and in turn taught the love of animals is as\ gift as  important as loving Jesus and each 
other.  
 

Rehearsals were fun. Having a cast of all ages breaks down any and all walls between the young and old and brings 
mutual respect.  This pageant is a gift that keeps giving.  Mutual respect of all ages is a precious gift. 

Casting the production was easy.  Olivet has children, youth and adults who like to sing, and get into “character”. What’s 
difficult is finding time to rehearse. Personal/family calendars are just jammed with events and responsibilities during the 
holidays, yet we managed to get enough rehearsal in to pull it off.  Thanks parents, cast and all helpers. 
 

Lessons learned were memorizing dialogue, learning songs/lyrics, wearing unusual costumes and overcoming shyness, 
as well as following directions and projecting voices. Should I add the gift of keeping quiet while waiting, but I think that 
needs just a little bit more learning time. 
 

Fortunately, theater and music teach organizational skills and basic theater rules which help in life.  If learned, per-
formers experience improved self esteem.  Hopefully, each cast member knows they did a good job …they did. 
 

Praising this cast is very easy.  Each one gave a great deal to the pageant and I’m thankful for their effort.  Find the cast 
list below.  Remember to thank them again for their performances and for their gift to Olivet. 
 

 However, there are others to be praised- -mothers Arlene Wamsley, Christine McGary, Mary Ellen Nunes, Susan 
Sennholz and Rebecca Lozada, who attended rehearsals, served as dressers, and pushed the cast on stage on time.   A 
father, Stewart Cochran, jumped in and added his strong voice to the camels because there was need; a grandmother, 
Sandy Templeton, donned a costume and became a singing shepherd. Also, the Deacons cleared the stage and helped 
with lighting and sound.  Pastor Bob became King Herod, and he supported the cast. 
 

Jeanne Leuenberger’s animal masks are sheer works of art.  She took on the task willingly and her gift of art made  
a huge difference in the production.  The masks are treasures and will be used again in the future.  
 

Hands-on support from co-directors Nicole Vogel and Matthew Silvius was fantastic. Responsibilities were shared, and 
Matt our music guru accompanied the pageant and wrote additional music for the overture and two of the songs for 
violinist Matthew Sennholz and Nicolas Cochran on trumpet.  Both are talented musicians. 

Christmas Pageant Cast- -in order of appearance
Donkey – Jonathan Rindos 
Horses –  Nathan Finch, Stephen Finch, Stephanie 
                Sennholz  
Curly Horned Sheep – Hunter McGary 
Mary –      Nicole Vogel 
Joseph -   Christopher Vogel 
Baby Jesus –  Kylee Vogel 
Mother Cow – Jenna Imboden  
Shepherds – Dalton McGary, Sandy Templeton, Lucas  
               Derr, Jayden Ofray 
Innkeeper –    Joe Carnes 

Angels –Katie, Piatt, Katherine Ellmaker, Kassandra   
               Wilson, Breanne Imboden, Arriana Lozada  
Camels:  Stewart Cochran, Andrew Cochran, Colin     
                Piatt 
Wise Men – Jerry Kemmerer, Charles Gulick, 
                Robert Rindos 
Narrators: (the glue) - Nan Laberteaux, Pat Kemmerer 
                 Amber Wilson, Pastor Bob. 



Thank You- -Thank You Page  
         The newsletter is under going changes.  We appreciate church groups keeping us up to 

date with information.  Get news and schedules to the office or Evie.  Think ahead a month or 

two.  Thanks !  

Flower Sponsors 
Feb.   3   Mrs. Margaret Unangst 

               M/M Ed Hanlon 

Feb.   6   M/M Walter Leuenberger 

Feb. 10   M/M Darryl Davis  

               Donald Snyder 

Feb. 17   Don Roberts 

Feb. 24   Mrs. Patricia Taylor 

 

Mar   2   Pinto Family 

Mar.   9   Karen Carnes             

Mar. 16   Tim Maue & Family 

                 Jean E. McClay 

                 Mrs. Winnie Giardiniere 

                 Kelly Imboden 

Mar.   23   Congregation 

Mar.   30   OPEN 

January Safe Harbor Sponsors: 

Pat Kemmerer, Jo Rush, Marge Bush and Janet Davies.  No March information. 

 

Blood Bank Donors for 2007: 
As of the end of 2007, Olivet donors had 26 

donations for the year. (The year’s goal was 

24).  And the number of registered donors at 

the end of the year was 50. 

Congratulations to all donors and John Ward 

who coordinates the program.  Keep up the 

good work.  

Olivet’s Members and Faithful 

Deacons: 

 

Winnie Giardiniere appreciates the help, 

concern, messages, flowers and prayers she 

received while getting well. 

 

Olivet Church Deacons:  

Poinesettias Appreciated: 
Beautiful holiday flowers are appreciated by 

Gizelle Seiple, Pastor Bob, Eileen Yanno and 

Evie Gulick.  

 

Al’s Cleaners: 

Again Olivet has received a generous $30 

plus rebate check from our good neighbor 

Al’s Cleaners.   Keep up dropping off items 

that need cleaning and washing, checks will 

follow. 

 

 

 


