OLIVET UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
CORNER OF 12™ & NORTHAMPTON STREETS
EASTON, PA 18042 610-258-7990

oo0 YOUR OLIVET NEWS o000

APRIL/MAY 2010

VOLUME 59, ISSUE: 2

meaning of the
resurrection
Worship at 10:00am

Communion will be served
at our 10:00 am Worship
service; Bring your
address books to church
with you - Details to
follow

Join us for Mother’s Day
at Olivet
Worship at 10:00am

Ascension of the Lord
Worship at 10:00 am

Pentecost Sunday -
Invite a friend to join
you and wear some read
in celebration of the
coming of the Holy
Spirit

Worship at 10:00 am

Trinity Sunday/Memorial
Day Recognition

We will contemplate the
meaning of the Trinity
and take time in the
service to recall those
who sacrificed so much
for the sake of our
freedom.

Worship in Easter
April/May B

The silence hreaks into morning.
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It is interesting in reading the Resurrection Stories of the gospels that
they are very matter of fact. There are not a lot of scriptural references,
just an angel or some other sort of messenger who reveals the tomb is
empty and Jesus who was once dead now lives. It would be easy to
dismiss the stories except for these limited details. Certainly if they were
made up, there would have been far more: what exactly happened in that
tomb? What was the first thing Jesus did? Did angels witness the actual
event? When did the resurrection actually take place? And the first
witnesses were women, or one woman (the least reliable witnesses in the
ancient world - if it was all made up why mention these women at the
tomb at all? Paul neglects to mention them in 1 Corinthians 15, an
oversight or maybe he thought it better to mention only the men). Yes
there are differences in the narratives, but they all agree, that on the first
Easter morning they came to the tomb expecting to mourn and instead
were given the amazing news that Jesus who was dead is now alive. And
soon men and women would see and touch and hear the risen Lord. It
was not an inner spiritual experience or wishful thinking or a fabrication.
It was the truth; it was real; it was and is the Gospel.

The Easter event is not something we are to describe or understand or
evaluate. It is something we are to believe, something we are to welcome,
something we are to cherish and something we are to share. Celebrate
Easter with us and continue to celebrate Easter everyday in everyway for
“he who was no more is forevermore.”

Pastor BOB

1 Ann Weems, “And the Glory” itKneeling in Jerusalem (1994, Louisville Ky.: Westminster John, Knox Pre84.




Worship at 10:00 am




Any of you who have been at
church since November know
that we have been collecting
money to support Camp
Brainerd through our dollar a
week program. Thus far we
have forwarded $275 towards
this effort and we will
continue this collection
through November this year.

COMPLIrAINEIrd on sune, apr 15, sen
Henshue, the Director of
Camping Ministry will be our guest in worship. She is not coming to ask
for more money. She is here to tell us about the up-coming Summer
Camping Season. She will be visiting our Sunday School and will lead in
worship during the time with the children. She will be available to answer
questions about the camping ministry at Brainerd after the service.

The Lehigh Presbytery and several churches in the Presbytery have a
partnership with churches in Romania. Such partnerships afford us to
see how the church is doing its mission in countries different from our
own. Twice, Kim Ward has traveled to and has shared her
experience with us at e et {
church. This summer gMIrelnd - e,
she will be traveling Umtﬁd R 1. ]
there again, but she |r'g_«;g_:sr£ ) K.'ngdﬂm 1 ' F—: ﬂl“lﬁ

will not be the only _ f Pgland A
member of Olivet to ales] "f/ i GEFman'!l.r L =
g Crac h Fh:apb

go. Englandi® "“‘L-.r. o -:: Ukra
has been selected by e Auste i - Rt
Worldwide Ministries Franc:ef LAt 'i':-J —" 1 Hnrmﬁ.a-f_j
Team to accompany 'r._. i i e

Kim and others in this i e LY R Eutgar_y:_t
experience. Many of \ '_f Spain P - g
you know Dalton. He : (Greeie
and his family have
been active members
at Olivet. Dalton graduated from Easton High School in 2009 and will be

attending Kutztown University in the fall.

I , there will be a L (# 118% #l &) after
church to raise money to offset incidental costs (meals, etc.). Dalton has
already raised $1,100 to help cover transportation costs. If you are able,
please plan on joining us for this meal and become a supporter of Dalton
and the Worldwide Ministries Team of Presbytery in this mission trip.
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Social Rightousness

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A) says that “the great ends of the church are the
proclamation of the Gospel for the salvation of

humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual
>

fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of

divine worship; the preservation of the truth; **!
Fr()l | | - g &' ! " 1" and the

exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.”
the Pastors Desk ook of order cod-1.0200

Recently in the news some churches have come
under attack because of their insistence that social injustice or social righteousness are
prominent in what they understand to be the mission of the church. Since the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A) is one of the churches under attack, I thought it would be useful for you to
understand what social righteousness is and what it is not.
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A good understanding of Scripture helps us to define what social righteousness means.
In the Hebrew Scriptures there are many verses which encourage the people to look out for
the needs of the poor and needy. In the book of Amos for example, the prophet reveals the
judgment of God because Israel has trampled the head of the poor into the dust of the earth
and pushed the afflicted out of the way (paraphrased from Amos 2:6-7). The New Testament
also has numerous passages that indicate our responsibility to look to the needs of the less
fortunate. For example, in the parable of “Lazarus and the Rich Man,” Lazarus is welcomed
into salvation while the rich man is left in torment because he ignored the needs of his
brother Lazarus in life (Luke 16:19-31). Historically we know that the pagans were
astounded that Christians welcomed and fed the poor and sick on a regular basis.

The Presbyterian Church has always been in the forefront in our nation in working to
better society. For example, Presbyterians were very involved in the fight against unfair
taxation by the British prior to the Revolutionary War (Incidentally, Presbyterian pastor John
Witherspoon was the only clergyman to sign the Declaration of Independence). In the 19th &
20th centuries, Presbyterians were leaders in the abolition movement, in women's suffrage, in
public education, in charity towards the poor of society, in civil rights and racial equality and
in many other ways. We believe that the church ought to exhibit its faith in the public sphere
through not only its preaching and teaching, but in its outreach as well.

Thus, today social righteousness is still at the core of who we are. Yet there are diverse
ways of how to best work toward social righteousness. For some, it means empowering the
government to reach out to the least of society, seeing that as the best avenue to help
promote justice. For others social righteousness means that it is the church's responsibility
to work for the betterment of society without empowering government entities to fulfill its
mission in any way. Probably most Presbyterians (myself included) would fall somewhere in
between these two extremes seeing the vast governmental resources as a limited tool to
enhance society without abrogating the church's responsibility to do the work it is called to
do, not relying on soulless bureaucracies (oops! — my opinion] to do the work of the church.

Social righteousness does not equal to socialism or communism or capitalism or any
other economic or political system. Rather, it is the fiber of what the church is to be doing in
the world. Those who would seek to define the church's mission as equivalent to political
agendas on the left or the right or the center would be best to understand that we belong --
body and soul, in life and in death -- not to ourselves but to our faithful Savior, Jesus Christ
(the Heidelberg Catechism, 4.001) and thus, in whatever we do, we do it for the glory of God.

Pastor BOB



OLIVET BIKING SEASON KICK OFF

+23 26 2 2+ )Y o< "% =1 >tx>+/ ——
i< g1 "
2. 5 5 2 7 $9 <! % ;<! (C "
Everyone is INVITED, BUT- -kids under 16 years MUST BE
accompanied by a parent!
1& " 1 7 Call Dottie Ward $ 7?8
Sandy Templeton $ $
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Stop in to shop, serveasclerk, bringin rummage, volunteer to help
Call Joan Dicker of Kay Davis
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JO’S Cookie Pops - - delicious and beautifu |- -$2.50 — great  Jo’s Cookie
for Easter gifts. Each pop is made to order! Contact Joan Pop
Dicker and Kay Davis.
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One day last winter or fall; our basement was flooded leaving many of the floor
tiles downstairs very loose and dangerous. The Property Team decided it was best
to remove them - not a do-it-yourself task since the tiles contained asbestos.

The tiles have been removed at considerable cost and the floor will have to be
redone. Thus as you may have noticed, Olivet has had several fund raisers this

year to help us offset the costs. Thus far we have held one luncheon after church,
sold Pizzas and sold “Jo’s Cookie Pops.” We have also had several very generous
donations from members. To date we have raised $3,437.50. There is a lot of
work yet that needs to be done and there will be more fundraisers in Olivet’s
future
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APRIL SHOWERS

- T 27 Regular Meeting at 1st Presbyterian Church
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- 1 , Senior High Supper
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- T ?7 Regular meeting at 1st Presbyterian Church

4 7 ?7 Regular Meeting , 1st Presbyterian Church

$ 4 Youth Retreat -Camp Brainerd
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4 1 ?7 Regular Meeting. 1st Presbyterian Church

Call Nicole with questions or if
45:30 pm to 7:30 pm Youth Group- | you wantto help. Emalil
( B Laser Tag-D ! & - & cnkvogel@yahoo.com
+ " IF or phone 610-533-5781
Need a ride to any event?
Contact Nicole
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SCRIP PROGRAM
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A percentage of each purchase returns to
the Church. After Sunday Worship,
check the list of businesses offering gift
cards at the SCRIP TABLE or contact
Dottie/John Ward by phone 610-258-
7625.

More info is available
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(across the street from Olivet Church)

Use Al’s Cleaners services to refresh
clothing by cleaning or washing. Take
in other household fabrics, blankets,
comforters, drapes etc., etc.

+ T Mention Olivet Church
when dropping off items so that
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by REDNERS’ continues this year.
Olivet is not receiving as many
tapes as in the past. Please shop
at Redners’, then give your
Redners’ register tapes to Olivet so
that they can be exchanged for a
rebate check to Olivet.
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It’s important that the “SAVE-A -
TAPE” stamp is on each and every
tape that’s turned in. PLEASE!
PLEASE! PLEASE! Don’t cut off the
bottom of the register tape.
REMEMBER to get the tapes to
Olivet- -on Sundays, or stop in to
the church office to drop them off.
Need help? Call 610-258-7990.



., D3 Y2/ 7/ /C

EVENING CIRCLE
April | May
Thurs. April 22 — 6:00
pm
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Flowers and memorial bulletins are an opportunity to honor and celebrate our
loved ones and friends at Olivet, and to praise and give thanks to God
In addition to sharing your dedication with members at Sunday Worship
services, these tributes brighten they days of our members at home, home away
from home, and hospital. They are delivered by our Deacons or taken by the
sponsor after church. You can name someone o receive flowers and we will do our
best to fill your request.
Please note the many openings available at the present time, shown below, and
join in sponsoring if you are able.
The cost of a bouquet is $20 plus tax, and you will be directly billed by the
florist- -The Posey Peddler. The flowers have been beautiful- -and are a bargain!
Bulletins cost $15. We will accommodate youri  nscription (names of those
honored and the occasion), and payment is made dire  ctly to Olivet United
Presbyterian Church by check, in the mail, or in th e offering plate. Remember to put
“flowers” or “bulletins” on the memo line of the check, on or soon after the date you
choose. In an effort to save postage, the church o  ffice does not send out separate
bills for bulletins.

AVAILABLE DATES FOR SPONSORING FLOWERS AND
BULLETINS

Flowers - %! - - %! " o
July 04 | September 12 December 05 July 11
August 08 | September 19 December 12 August 15
August 15 | September 26 December 26 October 31
August 22 | October 24
August 29 | October 31
(2 bouquets)

To sponsor Flowers or Bulletins, please call the C  hurch Office
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$ Easter Sunday
Congregation
$ M/M Scott Wamsley
M/M Ed Hanlon
?- W8 Darryl Davis
M/M John Ward
$ Robert Nansteel
Mrs. Agnes Herster

$ Mrs. Elizabeth Gafford
M/M Walter Leuenberger
$ M.M Richard Mindler
Don Roberts
Anonymous
$ Mrs Mary Recchia
James D. Moyer

$ Dianne DeWalt
M/M David Markle

$ M/M John Pelcheck
M/M Walter Leuenberger

Please contact the Church Office
regarding any changes before your
flower/bulletin date comes up)

We thank Jo Rush for volunteering to
fill in any last minute vacancies
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Mrs. Richard DeWalt
$

M/M Robert Werkheiser
) " !
Mrs. Richard DeWalt

$ M/M Walter Leuenberger
?$ M/M Billie Sutphen

$ Don Roberts

$ M/M Gerald Cosover

$ Don Roberts

$ Mrs Lawrence Morrison
$ M/M Pat Dragotta

$ M/M John Gardner

Sunday, May 9, 2010




